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the Venus of Canova; which is five feet
two inches Beauty's standard. Her form
was slightly but elegantly moulded, in
just and poetical proportions with hep

beautifully less," stature. Nothing in
symmetrical grace could surpass the beau-- '
ty of her neck, the lovely fail of her
shoulders, the moulded roundness of her
arms, which, betrayed by her sleeve, ex-

posed itself at the wrist adorned by a
simple gold band for a bracelet. 11? r
hands were just liko tho.--g elegant taper-
ing affairs which we have presented to ua
every month in the pictures of the Indies
who illustrate 4 the Fashions.' They were
nicely fitted by a pair of claret-eolure- d

gloves with gHuntleted wrist-guard- s. Sho
wore an open work straw, which wa.s
trimmed with flowers of somesorttnd straw
and curls, aud claret coloped rnd lemon
ribbons, ond lace (I was never a hand to
describe the bewildering graces of a lady 'a
costume,) all mingled together iu bewitch-
ing confusion, producing a tout ensemble
that would, without doubt, have setoff
the beauty of her face in tho most charm
ing manner, provided her faco could havo
been seen, but that veil, falling from tho
front, destroyed all possible effect. Uct
dress was a greenish brown and cl tret
plaid silk, very rich, aed all flounced and
hooped, and superb in its breadth; and
over her shoulders aho wore a handsome
coral colored merino shawl, with a border
of ncedlo work in the most expensivo
style. In one hand she held a claret-colore- d

wrought bag, with a cambric ker-
chief, elegantly embroidered, peeping out4
half revealing a name, neatly enwreathed,
of which I detected tho letters, ' Annie
W .' In her other hand she held
a claret-colore- d narasol, closed. Alto
gether she was very fashionably and ele-

gantly attired, and with the most exqui-
site taste.

' Yes, Miss, I am Dr. Dodwell. Can I
bo of any service to you !' I asked, trying
to recall my uncle's instructions about
dignity, coolness aud
Without doubt I was a little fluttered,
There seemed a sort of destiny at her en-

tering my oflice, and I could not dismiss
from my miud the idea that moro would
yet come of it than now appeared on tho
surface.

' I am very desirous of seeing you, i'r,
on some private matters she said, ia a
voioeJikii-jflut.--wLr"iiiiilous..a- rich. -

FAro we alone'
I wondered whether it could possibiy

be a professional visit. She seemed tho
incarnation of health and beauty; for that
voico was in perfect tune and the medi.
cal man knows that any quickening af de-

pression of tho pulse by incipient illness
is at once apparent in the voice.

' But perhaps she comes for others I
said to myself, and then aloud, 'We are
quite alone.'

I felt my heart flutter as I said this,
and walked to the door to see if lra.
Bracegirdle might by chance be at h ind.

My suspicions were verified I found
her very tidily gathering up shreds anci
smoothing ruy door mat that is all. I
would not on oath say she was listening
Mrs. Bracegirdle was, I am sure, nbovo
this weakne.-'.- i of her sex. Nevertheless,
I resolved to clo.ie my door, which I had
modestly left njar as I entered. Mrs. U
caught my eye, and looked a little quce:
out of hers.

' Iloni soit qui mal y pense I naid to
her, becoming my great uncle himself,
and not waiting to translate for her, as I

did my Latin labels, 1 entered my
room, an I shutting my door, dvanced U)

my visitor. Sho was related, and both
of her exquisite little bronzed boot? wer
just visible, sweetly nestled one upon tht
other.

' You will no doubt think me very boMfc

sir, but I have come to ask you to pre-
scribe for me

'Indeed, Miss! Then it is a profes-
sional visit ?'

'Unquestionably eaid eh'1, with digni-
ty and ease.

This coolness quite put all my philoso-
phy out of my bntin.

Pray, niay 1 ask what is your disease?
' Of the heart, sir.'
I almost bounded two steps backward,

?o taken by surprise.
'Of the heart?'
' Yes, sir. I am in love. I am told

love proceeds from causes over which
medical men have control.

I felt very doltish, and was for a mo-

ment dumbfounded. Was this young
beauty quizzing mo ? Impossible ! 1

was too gnve aud dignified an 1 pelf-possess-

a person for that. I then recol-

lected of having heard of porsons dying
cf love, of hearts being broken, aud all
that.

'Pray explain, madsra. How can I
help you:

' You had best feel my pulse, sir. It is
not forme to describe my diseaso. I camo
to consult your skill and put myself under
yojr hands for a perfect cure.1

' Bless my soul ! Indeed, Mi?s ?'
Yes, sir.' And as she spoke sho rc

moved her gloves, displaying a charming
hand and wrt, and extended tho pretty
member towards me. As I delicately
clasped it with my thumb and finger I felt
all sort cf emotions. I never experienced
such sensations in touching a patient
hand before. In order not to M hr arm
fall to the ground, I yyi under the neces- -

J Oil WORK.
Plain, Faney, OrnanuntaJ, (in colors or Cot.)

executed with neatness and despatch, at this office

VAN BURKN COUNTY OFF1CEE8.

5. i. BLACKMAX,
Kegiiter, tf Deeds, Attorney at Law, and Notary

Publis, will atWxi to the business of Convey
arcing, drawing afreemei-tit- , applications for

lands, willi. Ac the rnrchase aad sale
f real estate, payn.ent 4t Wires, examicattoa cf

hiuci aua me coinproxamns; or oumctrg tiUes.
Ac. Office in the Court lione. oly

--i. TV. ii'ZT,
ludge of Probata, and Notary Public, Van Buren

Co. Conveyancing aud otner business pertain-
ing to said office promptly attended to. Will
Also attend to tie purchase and sale of Rt-a-

Estate, Examining Title., paying1 Toxe. pro
ctxaag Uoontj Land Warrant, Ato. Otfk-- in
the Court ilo jio. 2d door on the right. 9 1.

CHANDLER RICHARDS,
Attorney, Solicitor and Counselor at Law. Prose-

cuting Attorney, and Circuit Court Commissioner
for tho County of Vau Buren, Bounty Laud and
Pension Agent. Contracts drawn, and collect-
ing promptly attended to.

ffioe iu ihe Court Houeo. 119-t- f.

Paw Paw, .... Michigan.

J.M.BIDLOuY,
County Treasurer, Van Buren County, Notary Pub

lic, ., win euena to me parenaso ana sie oi
Ileal Estate, examining title, paying Taxes, pro

urir.R Bounty Land arxanu, &. Office in
the Court ilouae. y,

T. It. HARRISON',
Plain, Fancy, Jeb, News and Ornamental Printer

MaudliU, Posters, Cards, Ball Tickets, Ac. spoo-dil- y

and quickly executed Kith neatness and dis-

patch. All orders respectfully solicited. Prices
moderate Northerner Orricr north side oi
miu street, Paw Paw.

H. C URLHEH CO.,
Oialeis in Groceries and Provuions, Fish. Fruit.

Nuts, Paints, Oils, Yankee Notions, Woodon,
Willow and Stone Ware, Confectionery, Cigars,
Drug! and Medicine, Beoks and Stationery,
iure Liquors for Medicinal and Mechanical pur-
poses et, tc. Ctyl
S. C. Onixr.!, 10 A. Moo.v.

r. W. SELLICK,
Ikaler i Iry ttoods, droccries, Heady Mad Cl-

othing Hoots and Shoes, Hati and Caps. Goods
aold at the lowest figures, all kinds of produce
taken in exchange. Store one door west of E.
Smith A Co'i. riease g:.ye me a call.
Paw Paw, Mich.

MELODIANX.
Tho ehoapfst Muric. Mason A Hamlin, and Frinee

A IVa have exclusive patented ipronvemcnts.
Bvnj. Randall, Lawrence. Ajreut can furnish and
warrant fJr durability, at Factory prices, voice
loud or soft and tune in lis equal temperament.
Lawreuce, Not. 1, 1S57. 133-t- f.

HENItY LUCL'N,
Manufactnrer of and deaW in Win.ir. Cottage and j

cutl on abort notice. Htone lime for naU and
onitaitly on band. Sbop opposite the Metho-

dist Church, iu the new cabinet ahop.
Paw Paw. July 30, 1657. 1201y

"
AT THE CITY HTt)RK

Opposite the Court House, in Paw Paw, may be
found a poud aportnuut of Boots Jt Snors, man-
ufactured to euit tho trade and warranted to suit.
Alw, a choice selection of Family Croceries for
Fa'.e chv?p by T. A. O BANG KB,

152-l- A. J. F0KT0RK.

E. CJ. DUTriFR Ac CO.,
VhoK'salc and Ii dealers in American, Kne- -

lish and German Hardware; also, Iron. Nails
and Gbins; Cookin, Parlor and Box Stoves,
Tin, Oper and .Shett Iron Ware. Thoe wi3b-in- p

to trade will plcacc give us a call before i:

el?ewLcre. Paw Taw, Mich.

O. P. f;ORTO.V,
Dealer in Cro kery, Gifts and f'hina-warc- , I'apcr

Hangings, Viudow Shiidtfs and Curtains, Cut-

lery, Jewelry, Yankoo Notiin, Stono und L'a.t-t-r-

't"art", A., North k!o of Main st. firat
dor west cf K. G. Butler A Cos., Hard ware
fr'tre. 117-t- f.

C. M. ODELL, M D.
HomeopMbic Physician, Snrron entist, and

ObMttrirtan. lie may at all time? be found at
nij Kcsid nco on the corner ot INilc x 1'aw
Paw st.d r:ctly couth f Cbas. fcJcllick'a.

E. SMITH 6c CO.,
Wholesale and Iletail Dealers in Foreign und Io

me?ti Dry Ooodi, Ready Mado Clothing, Boots
A Shoes, Groceries, Ac, Ac. Long Brick Store,
OrnwrofMoin and Kalamaroo sts., Paw Taw,
Michigan. ly.

M. P. ALLEN,
KanufacUuer of and dealer in all kinds of Cabinet

Ware; cons tin in part of Bureaus, TnMe,
Bo 4 steads, Lounges Toilet, Washing ann Light

Jbtanlfl, etc., etc. Collins made to order. are
rorcs oppits tho M. E. Church, Main-s- t. 27

A. BAU03 y CO,
Froprioter Paw Paw Livery Stable. Horpea and

carrtagen at ail umcs lo ict. l aascnreri con- -
eyd lo any part of the country with :c?patch

btable in roar of Lxchange Hotel. Terms mod-
erate. 23yl

DENMAMIX 8I.MMONN,
Cl:k and Watch maker, and Jeweler. Mattawan,

Michigan. Repairing done in the be.t raauner
and on reasonable terms. 150-ly- .

W. R. HAWKINt?,
OasUr in Drr Goods, Grocrejies, Hardware, Rwdy-Alad- e

Clothing, Boots and Shoe.1 lata and Caps,
3te. Etore, south side Msin street. 4-- ly

DR8. ANDREWS & WOODMAN
Hive formed a for the practice el

medicine and surgery. All calls promptly at-

tended to day oi night. 10

A. T. METCALF,
(Late of the firm of Whit A Mttcalf, Utica, N.Y.,)

f nrgieal and Mechanical Dentist. All opera-
tions performed in the best manner, aad with
new and improved Instruments. Office over J.
M. Hubbard's Ilueia Ptore, corner ef Main sod
Bnrdick streets, Kalamatoo. 21tf.

KALAMAZOO BAKERY,
BEYHOITR A Co., are prepared to fill all order

for Crackers. Cookies, Cakes, Rusks and
U kinds of 11 rend. Bhop directly opjoeit

Tish's Flour Btoro, Msln SUeet, Kslamasoo
Michigan. Kl-l- y.

DRS. SAXTOtf At DEWEY,
Hav formed a for the practice of
- !Idu-n-e and Surgery ia ail its departments.

All calls promptly attended to, day or night.
4 gv,i assortment of choice raedifinss are kept
cotiUatly iVr eile. 25-l-

LAWTON BUSINESS CARDS.

D. E. SWEET,
MaE jfacturer and dealer In all kindrf of Cabinet

Ware, consisting in part of Bureaus, Tables,
Bedsteads, Lounges, Toilot, Washing and Light
f tan is, Ac, 1c, Coffins maJo to order. All
kinds cf produce and lumber taken in payment
for which will be paid the highest market prieo.
Yi'&rcxoomt, one door north of the Bed Black- -

aitL'l shop. 147-t- f.

Lawtcn, Michigan.

C. P. SMITH A: PRO.,
Dealers in Groceries snd Provisions, Finh Fruits,

C5nXcticnwy, Cigars, Paiuts, Oils, Glass, Dye
Stuffs, Yankee Notions, Perfumery, Drugs and
Medicines, Wooden and Willow ware, Pure Liq-

uors for Modiclnial and Mechanical purposes,
Books and Ftatiouery, etc., etc.,

I.awtim, Mkhigaa.
g- - p ?MITn' I 155-l-

MONUMENTAL 31 A It lit, I',
Of the best quality, latest stls, and of superior

fiuinh, manufactured to order at tho shortcbt no-

tice, and tho lowest possible price atmv ihop.
lS7.6m. W. J. MtKINNF.Y.

Lawtou, Mich.

J. L. CHASE,
Commission Merchant, and Dealer in all kicds of

Drugs, Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Groce-
ries, Ac. Ac. All of which will bo sold to suit
customers. 159-l-

Lawton, Michigan.

SIMMON.S A DARLING,
Dealer iu Sash, Blinds and Doors, and all kiuds of

Cabinet Ware, at the Steam Saw Mill.
Lawton, 147-t- f. Mich.

HAMILTON KOONSE,
Manufacturer and I)aler in all kinds of Cabinet

Ware, consisting of Ilureniis, Uedstcnd Ta-
ble, Lotmgfs, NtnutM, etc., Coffins
mado to order. Give him a call. 162-l-

Mattawan, Michigan.

QlilPPIITGS,
Men and Doos. " You've no wile, I

believe' said Mr. Blank to his neigh-
bor.

" No, sir," was the reply, " I aever was
married."

" Ah," said Mr. Blank, " you're a hap-p- y

dog!"
A short time after, Mr. Blank, in

a married man, said :
4 You hayc a wifo, sir?"
" Yea sir a wife and three children."
"Indeed," said Mr. Blank, "you arc

happy man !"
" Why, Mr. Blank' said one of the

company, "your remarks to the unmar-
ried and married seem to conflict some-

what."
" loi ui, ha uot aw ail.bir. HitrclVa;

difference in my statements. ' Pleas; to be
more observing, sir. 1 said the man who
had no wife was a " happy dog," and the
man who had a wife was a "happy man."
Nothing conflicting, sir nothing at all.
I know what I say, sirl"

What the Girls Need. Mrs. EHi.s

thus bints at the deficiencies of the Eng-

lish girls in household knowledge. The
cap will fit our American young ladies, ex-

cept that some of latter have plenty of
" frankness," and do not think it worth
while even to show " mock-modesty-

."

"The truth i, my dear girls, you want
generally speaking morj liberty and less
fashionable restraint ; more kitchen and
less parlor; more leg exercise and less
sofa ; mure making puddings and lc?s

piano ; More frankness and less mock-modest- y

; more breakfast and less bustle."

ljmttl say, triciul, your hote is a lit-

tle contrary, isn't lie?"
" No sir-c- c !"
" What makes him .stop, then ?"
" Oh, he's afraid sotnebody'll say 'whoa

and he shan't hear it !"

JDajT A trcntlemau taking an apartment
said to the landlady, " I assure you, mad-

am, I never left a lodging but that my
landlady fdicd tears." "I hope, sir,
said she. " it was not because vou went

7 W

away without paying."

lT A man, being assured that the sun
never rose in the West, said it was very
strange, a.s he had a cousin in Iowa who
was always writing how pleasant it was in
that district. IIo concluded it must be
all moonshine.

" I wish you would pay a little
attention, sir," said a stage-manag- to a
careless actor. " Well, sir, so I am pay-

ing as little attention as I can' was the
calm reply.

37 A lawyer at Lowell found 895 and
returned it to the owner, and one of tho
papen says the act may bo honest and
honorable, but it is unprofessional !

to-O- n a tombstone out west is the
following inscription :

" Prepare to follow me."
Whorereupou a wag has added ;

" To follow you I'll not consent,
Until I know whi:h way you went."

lsTTho Springfield Mass., Republican
perpetrates an interrogatory libel on hoop
wearers : " Why arc hoops like an obsti-
nate man ? Because they ofon stand out
about trifles." Oh, dear!

JCc?"My opponent whips th Devil
round tho stump," said & Lccompton man
in a late stump discussion with an Anti-Lccompt-

man. "No I doa't replied
tho former, "but t think I havo shown
that I can whip his followers on it."

jtr "Why didn't you pocket soae of tbtra
resrs?" is id one boy to another; "nobody was
there to se." "Ys, tbre wm--I wss thera to
see myself, and I doc't eer "tot t9 i ttyilf di
a ssS3 thg "

work of art illustrating femiuine beauty is
now found.'

It was gaitered in a close-fittin- gold-

en bronze boot, with neat heels, like little
walnuts, and as sho walked I heard the
nut-lik- e 'tap-tap- ' upon the pave. As she
now came opposite my window she slight-
ly, (tho least perceptible motion in the
world) elevated her skirts to escape possi-

ble contact with a pile of coal-dus- t which
Dr. Bung, my vis-a-v- is friend and rival,
had carelessly permitted to remain after
icettiuir down his coal. Such an ankle of
grace and beauty was never beheld !

They were fit mates of twinkling feet.
As 1 gazed enchanted, the fair procicnader,
whose form was slight, .symmetrical, and
graceful, as became such lovely feet, turn-
ed the corner and vanished from my
sight.

I am not usually an impulsive man.
My uncle, who was a physician, had told
mo that impulse and excitability were fa-

tal to the success of a doctor of medicine,
that I ought to cultivate calmness, imper-
turbability and cool

'Gravity and dignity, slowness of gait
and deliberation of opinion arc the high-
est qualifications in a medical man he
usod often to say.

I, therefore, at my present age, eight
and twenty, am quite a Galen for gravity
and decorum of visage and manner. But
I must confess that upon loosing siht of
tho fair possessor of the beautiful feet, I
sprung from my arm-chai- r, tossed my ci-

gar into the grate, seized my hat and
stick, (a gold-heade- d, doctor-lik- o cine,
with my name, Dr. J. V. S. Dodwell, jr.,
M. in full length thereon,) and rush-
ed into tho hall and made for tho street
door, resolved I would this time follow
her to tho world's end, but that I would
discover who she was. Mrs. Bracegirdle
was standing in the door, chaffering with
a woman for fruit of some lort. As 1

crowded past her she looked at mo with
amazement and cried out with alarm -

' Who is hurt ? What is it, Doctor ?

Is anybody run over?'
'No, I am aftor a wife !' I replied, and

leaving her mystified, I pursued with rapid
steps the courso taken by the twinkling
golden bronzes. Upon turning the comer
I met her full in the face, returning, as if
sho had mistaken tho street. I was so
taken aback to uso a sea term that 1

afftnnod rffpMlo still prtnrmmldwl ui h
recontre, and "she glided past me without
even glancing at mo as she would have
done by a barrel that stood in her path.
Her face was concealed by a brown veil,
worn, as the fashion of young girls is, dou-

ble over the faco, though for the life of
me how they can sco to walk blindfolded
is a mystery ! After sho passed mc I re-

covered my which this un-

prepared for encounter had in a measure
deprived me of, and turned to follow her,
resolved that I would never lose sight of
her until I knew where she abode, which
ascertaining, I determined to take s'eps to
become acquained with her.

Instead of coming along Blocker street
sho crossed it, and seemed to be looking
for same number. She slowly read the
signs on the doctor's window-shutter- s, (if
road she could through the thick barege
mask,) and passing on, I saw her linger a
moment and glance at tho name on my
window blind, and then lightly trip up the
steps and ring tho bell not Mrs. Braco-irirdlo'- s

but mine.
I do not know whether surprise or de-

light most predominated in my emotions
at this. My boy, Tim, a red headed lit-

tle mulatto, opjncd the door, aud was
about to say I was out, when, catching a
glimpse of me, he said, loud enough for
me to hear :

' lie's coming ma'am, walk in.'
The golden gaiters disappeared lightly

in the hall, and I followed with a palpi-
tating heart. It is not often 1 receive pa-

tients in my room, and never ladies ; and
the conditition of my apartment, with all
its confusion cigar-boxe- s, old hat', emp-

ty vials and chaos generally rushed upon
my thoughts, nnd I hesitated whether I
should go in hodly and take the rcsponsi-bilit- y

of all. or quietly withdraw and keep
out of my visitors way. But curiosity to
know why I was thus honored overcame
this hesitation, and so I entered the hall.
Mrs. Bracegirdlo was just ending a peep
through the adjar of the door into my of-fic- c,

at the lady. I saw her look a little
rosy as sho said, in a sort of apologetic
way :

' I thought you had gone out, Doctor,
Thero is a young lady in your room.'

' I naw some one come in, and returned
I paid with dignity; a3 if it were nothing
to mo whether the lady was old or youn.

Upon entering tho offico the visitor
arose. For Tim had invited her to take. a
chair, and said in & charminglyly moduVj

lated voice, interrogatively :

' Doctor Dodwell V

'Yes, Miss. Please, keen your seat
I said, with my best Sunday-bow- , and my
softest smile, which I believe
is in every way my blandest.

A glance to catch another look at the
CindereUabootsut 'the mice' wero now
nestiecl out of sight; so I tried to catch a

glimpse of her face, but tho double veil

still concealed it liko an iron mask.
For the benefit of mv female readers I

will describe her dress, premising that it
was the month of September near its

I dm lQ height she was about that cf

POETBY.
Keep fSunshiiie in the Heart,

Keep sunshiuo in the heart, my friend,
Whatever may betide

Though clouds hang dark above the path,
Aud faith be sorely tri'd,

Thtugh friends have ctld and distant gcowu,

Nor longer lend their aid;
Smile ou ! smilo on ! in joy or gloom

Iu sunshine or in shade,

For grlii will be of no r.vail,

And tcard will weakcu tho ;

But joy will make thy spirit strong;
Will mako tie a bold aud lice !

Oh, struggle bravely on ! aud thou
Ere long, mayejt hail the day,

Wheu heavou blest be ami may rend tho
clouds,

Aud round thy pathway play I

Thy "liumiiier friends" may soon return
As brothers to thy 6ide,

And aid tho with lhir prayers to breast
The waves of life's dark tide.

Thou lot thy sad repiuinga coa.su

Thy gloomy feari depart,
Keep suushino in the heart, my friond,

Keep sunshine iu thy heart.

THE BRONZED WAITERS OR 'ALL'S
WELL THAT ENDS WELL"

' I do wonder, Doctor, you don't get
married ! Such a nice room, and you
could have the one above for a sleeping
room ; and I could, you know, if you
liked, let you have your meals private
like; letting your oificc-bo- Tim -- the
lazy rogue, with nothing to do but to play
marblo aud chalk up my side-wal- k to
set and wait on and clear up tho table.
I do wonder you are couteut to live alone;
and such a plcisant spoken gentleman,
aud so quiet and respectable, for a young
doctor, in your habits, all calculated to
make a wife happy ! It's a pity that
such nice furniture, such a nice room,
should bo thrown away."

Mrs. Bracegirdle was handsome, not
over forty-on- e, a widew, and (so said ru-mc- r)

had laid up not less than nino hun-
dred dollars in tho savings bank, with the
'goodwill' of a popular boarding house.
These facts forced themselves upon my
mind, aud I looked now upon my hostess
to sec if she was trying to lay a s iare for

er cap man usual, auu iuokuu uuubuujij,
attractive; but when I reflected that she
had regarded me always more with a
motherly feeling than a 'young-widowis- h'

one, I dismissed the unworthy suspicion
from ray thoughts and said, smilingly :

' And where shall I get a wife, my dear
madam?'

' Bless me ! a handsome young man,
with such white teeth, (Mrs. Bracegirdle
had splendid teeth,) a horse and buggy, a

good practice, and somo money of his
own, to ask where ho shall find a wife !

There's fifty ladies would jump to get
such a chance !'

' You flatter me, my dear friend," I an-

swered, secretly rejoicing iu the flattery,
as wo vain bipeds do, albeit we profess
Bit to bo takeu with it. 'A wife is a

dangerous risk. One must chnngo one's
habits if one marries ! I should loso my
independence ! I can do as I please
smoke, loung), wear my slippers, .o in
and out as 1 please, sit on three chairs
aud a table too, if 1 t;ike a notiou to

spread myself; and if I lay anything
down I know where to find it ! Why, it
makes me nervous to sec your Betsy, t ho

chamber maid, come into my room with
that duster of an old, turn silk handker-
chief, lest she should do mischief. What
would become of me with a wife who
would 'put everything to rights not un-

derstanding that there exists a certain
systematic arrangement pcieeptibb to my
own eyes in all this chaos ! If my pipe
lies on an open book it is to mark a refer-
ence ; if my shoo is on the bed, there is
probably under it, for safe-keepin- a spe
cimen of newly discovered beetle bug; if
half a brick is on my writing desk 1 put
it there to keep the papers irom being
blown away. But vou know my habits,
Mrs. Bracegirdle.'

' Yes, l)octor, and that is the reason
you ougnt to be ruarncu ; lor your worus
show you arc scltish, and thcro is no cure
for it but a wife she said with emphasis.

' Yes, 1 have no doubt a wifo would
put me almost out of conceit cf myself I
answered with a half sneer. 1 But, to
tell you the truth, Mrs. Bracegirdle, I
have a great desire to bo married, but I
am the most difficult person to uit. My
witc must be perfection. I can't bear ug-

liness, and a bad feature iu woman I can
never forgive.'

' As if, poor woman, it was her fault
answered Mrs. Bracegirdle.

' That is not the point. A woman, to
fix my attention, must be without fault
I said firmly. ' Sho must be as beautiful
as Eve doubtless was in the beginning;
as intelligent as as let mc sco ! as La-
dy Jane (tray, as songful as Jenny Lind,
as beautiful as Cleopatra, as pious as tho
three Marys, as benevolent as Flerence
Nightengale, as as '

Kich as Croesui T ventured Mrs.
Bracegirdle.

1 No paid I. I don't care a fif for
money. I want bautv and eoodnefs.
lovlincfs of face snd ymmetry of figure ;

jtot here I spoke with potitiveners and

Mrs. Bracegirdle slyly withdrew her
plump foot, No. 5s, out of sight, within
tho mysterious periphery of her black-sil- k.

'A pretty foot ?'
'Two of them, Mrs. Bracegirdle. A

pair of pretty feet! I could not love
Venus herself if she had a big foot ! It
is impossible but thut a perfectly beauti-
ful woman will havo small and pretty feet.
I am willing to choose a wife by her foot,
for I accept in this case the aphorism that
'All's well that end? well.'

Mrs. Bracegirdle, alter taking half a
minute to thiuk upon it, was vastly pleas-
ed with this quotation used iu such a re-

lation, end hughed heartily.
' Well, well, Doctor, you are a droll

gentlemen, to bo sure. You have such a
pleasant temper, you'd mako any woman
happy. But there's the bell! Good
morning, Doctor.'

'Good morning, Mrs. Bracegirdle I
said, and she closed the door ; and I add-o- d,

sub voce, ' if I thought L could make
any woman happy, I would try and find
somo one among tho sex to make mc hap-

py 1 But this marrying is a lottery. A
man might as safely draw from a wheel
into which all the pretty and virtuous wo-

men's names in New York, writton on
slips of paper, had been poured, as to
draw from them by chance at a party, at
church, or in the street I If it is my des-

tiny to bo married, the right pair of pret-
ty feet will by-and-- catch my eye trip-
ping along, aud challenge mo V

Thus soliloquizing, I took my scat by
my window in a huge leather-backe- d arm
chair, and drawing a match across the
sole of my boot, lighted a cigar and gaye
myself up to reflection and inspection of
passers-by- .

' Mrs. Bracegirdle is right I ejacula-
ted, at tho end of ton minutes; 'she is
undoubtedly quite right I ought to take
a wife. But whoso wife shall I take?
as young Sheridan asked his father.'

As the clouds of azure smoke rolled
above my hoad I conjured up, peeping out
of each curl, tho face of some dozen fair
girls I had known or still knew. As the
features blended with th wreaths and
passed in review before my eyes, I delib-

erately rejected each passing judgement

into thin aiV')cucatir tho ceiling of my
room. One had a nose too blunt, another
a nose retrousc so far as to turn up ; a
third was too tall ; a fourth had too large
afoot; a fifth had bad teeth ; a sixth
laughed too muoh ; a seventh talked too
loud; an eighth had too big knuckles; a

ninth had hair on her lip ; a tenth sweet
girl could'nt bear the smell of asafeeti-da- ,

and of course was out of the question
for a doctor's wjfej an eleventh had bad
breath, and the twelfth wore spectacles
my abomination in a young girl.

These feminine faces all ascended above
my head, and disappeared slowly into thin
nir evaporated with tho smoke that had
produced them. But somehow a sweet
face seemed to linger in the bluo cloud
th;it curled from the very end of my ci-

gar. Her blue eyes, her pleasant smile,
her graceful head and shoulders, her ex-

quisite hands and incomparable foot all
were onco more visible to me as I had be-

fore seen them, and almost fallen in love
with their possessor. But al.n, she was
my cousin 1 and I had been informed by
Fan ay's Puritan mother that it was a
moral sin to marry cousins, for the Bible
said so. So I let this sweet face melt
away towards the ceiling, an ascending
angel, and sighed, half resolving to turn
Homan Catholic, that I might get a dis-

pensation from the Pope ' to marry cous-

ins.' Bat her mother and the Bible, how
could I run against both ? So I saw the
ft-a- t tires of my fair and merry coubia fade
away with sorrow.

' Not one of these will do I said shak-
ing my head, and also shaking the ashes
off my cigar. I then carelessly glanced
cut of the window, preparatory to my re-

viewing another dozen of my marrying
acquaintances. At the instant a lovely
girl was going along on lho other side of
the street. I recognised her at once as a
mysterious nnd graceful girl, who had
often passed my window. I had never
seen her face ns it was concealed. How,
thf:n, did I know sho was lovely t you
ask. Becauso her feet wcro the most cap-
tivating littlo members my critical eyes
had ever rested upon. Such feet could
belong only to a lovely body, and a lovely
body to match in symmetry the faultless
feet, must be crowned by a superb and
lovely head and face. From such cogent
argumentation there can clearly be no ap
peal. I had aftcn pointed her out to somoH

oi my menus, and moro than ence said
that I would willingly marry her without
f,ecing her face.

The fair promenadcr now mado use of
her littlo feet with exquisite daintiness.
Their exquisite movements realized fully
tun uii wvuu uucMin 8 aumirauio lines

" Her feet beneath her petticoats,
liiae nine mice, peepod in and out."

The first day, two months before that.
I saw them, I was at once taV.ea captive'.
4 1 j Jength Baid I i0 Harry Hamilton,
my friend, behold tho beau-idea- l of my
imagination. The perfect foot which I
have in vain looked for in th M;- - av is- -

j cnu, in Towers' Greek Slave, in every
V


